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Pror. NATHAN R. SMITH, of Baltimore, 
died, on July 3d, at the advanced age of 
eighty. ‘The Maryland Medical Journal for 
August contains a sketch of his life. He 
was born in Cornish, New Hampshire, in 
1797; graduated in letters at Yale in 1817, 
in medicine in 1823. He was the first occu- 
pant of the chair of medicine and surgery 
in the University of Vermont (1824). He 
removed to Philadelphia, and in the organ- 
ization of the Jefferson Medical College 
filled the chair of anatomy. This he re- 
linquished after two years’ service, and ac- 
cepted the chair of surgery in the Uni- 
versity of Maryland. In 1838 he came to 
Kentucky during the interregnum in the 
University of Maryland, and filled a chair 
in Transylvania University. He returned 
to Baltimore, however, in 1840, and con- 
tinued to discharge the duties of a profes- 
sor of surgery until 1870. 

Prof. Smith occupied one of the highest 
positions in American surgery. He passed 
through a long and useful career. Besides 
his contributions to periodical literature, he 
published, many years ago, a large volume 
on the Surgical Anatomy of the Arteries; 
later in life, a volume on the Legends of the 
South. He was a busy surgeon. His oper- 
ations for stone alone numbered two hun- 
dred and fifty. He was of an inventive turn 
of mind, and added several useful instru- 
ments to the armamentarium of surgery. 
His “anterior splint” will long survive him. 
He was a very successful lecturer. The lith- 
ograph of the dead surgeon presented by 
the Maryland Monthly shows a head of the 
Astley Cooper type. His biographer records 
that he possessed the highest nobility of 
character. 
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STILL we see the agua destillata in the 
published formulary, varied sometimes, when 
the author is in a peculiarly grammatical 
mood, with aguam. Potas chioras continues 
to rear its ignorant head ; and a syrup called 
simplices pours its ounce of sour into the 
little sweetness of our lives. Is there any 
thing more horrible than bad Latin? A 
slip-up in English is an honest slip-up, and 
at least deserves pity; the slipper-up was 
simply trudging along like common folks; 
but the fellow who stumbles in Latin de- 
serves to be laughed at by all the passers- 
by, for he was assuming airs. There is no 
law requiring prescriptions to be written in 
Latin. Custom prescribes it to be sure, but 
common decency also demands that good 
Latin should be used. Heaven knows, too, 
that little is required in the Latinity of a 
prescription ; the genitive case is nine tenths 
of the battle. It is because so little is re- 
quired that makes a mistake so ghastly when 
it does come in. It is like tawdry silk or 
bogus diamonds. Whatever be the dress the 
prescription appears in, let it be real. If 
you are not sure of the fancy goods, home- 
spun English is not at all bad, especially 
if it be wholly unmixed. 


It was natural for the New Orleans Jour- 
nal to take up the glove for its friend and 
colleague—and, might we say, ward ?—the 
president-elect of the Association; so nat- 
ural, indeed, that we forgive its ugly insinu- 
ations of interest and rings, and youth, and 
lack of fame in comparison with the new 
president. We believe that the N. O. Journal 
would defend us against most comers should 
occasion arise. 
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A CASE OF CONGENITAL PHIMOSIS AND ITS 
SEQUEL. 


BY P. E. SANDIDGE, M. D. 


On the 24th of December, 1875, I was 
called a distance of twenty-five miles to 
see Mr. Y., who gave the following history 
of himself: 

“Tam thirty-six years of age, and weigh 
one hundred and twenty-eight pounds. I 
am five feet ten inches high. My bowels 
have never moved, since I can remember, 
oftener than once a week without the use 
of drastics; have often gone twelve or four- 
teen days without an action. I do not re- 
member ever having what is called a bilious 
discharge from my bowels. Have had pain 
between my shoulders for fifteen years. I 
have had heartburn and occasional water- 
brash for fifteen years, and they gradually 
grow worse. My appetite is very dull, as 
it always has been. I have never felt well. 
Have been suffering some pain in my body 
or head continually for the last three years. 
I could never tell that I had any bowels in 
me from my feelings, except when stooling. 
I have never had blind or bleeding piles. 
I never had a soft action on my bowels in 
my recollection. My stools are always dry, 
and of a dark brown, clay, or white color. 
I do not remember of ever stooling without 
suffering more or less, generally severely. 
Have had for five or six years a mucous or 
milky discharge from my penis, and while 
stooling. Never cohabited nor masturbated 
in my life, nor had a desire to do either. I 
am bothered to death with nocturnal emis- 
sions and voluptuous dreams, and have been 
for some years. Thought I had seminal weak- 
ness, and wrote to Dr. —, in Louisville, 
who advertises to cure that disease. Giving 
him the symptoms, a correspondence was 
gotten up and a treatment began, but of 
course without any good effect.’’ 

After receiving the above. history, I set 
about trying to discover the cause of the 
trouble by a close and careful examination 


of his viscera, both in his chest and abdo- 
men, by auscultation, percussion, palpation, 
etc., but was unable to find any indications 
of lesion save thickening of the bowels and 
pylorus of stomach. His heart’s action, both 
dyastolic and systolic, was perfect, though a 
little slow, somewhat feeble. His chest meas- 
ured, unexpanded, thirty inches; expanded, 
thirty-three inches. His bodily movements 
were, as they had been through life, rather 
sluggish and imperfect. His mind was clear 
(in fact a good business-man); was not nor 
had ever been a hypochondriac. 

Being totally unable to determine the cause 
of trouble, I asked my patient to divest him- 
self of all clothing, that I might observe his 
whole exterior in shape and make-up; and 
immediately discovered him to be the sub- 
ject of phimosis that had existed with him 
from birth. The front half of his penis was 
in appearance like that of a two-year-old 
boy, while the back half was of more than 
ordinary circumference. The entire length 
of the penis was about two inches. The 
foreskin was tied down by adhesions per- 
fectly fast upon the glans penis, which was 
very little if any larger than at birth; but I 
was unable to find any other trouble. 

Seeing no indication save to slit up the 
prepuce and break up the adhesions, I| at 
once did it, removing some three or four 
lumps of brown, dried matter from and im- 
mediately behind the little glans, without 
any hope of doing more than relieve his 
nocturnal emissions and voluptuous dreams. 
I gave some directions as to the after-treat- 
ment of the wounded penis, and directed 
my patient to use some laxative like mag- 
nesia and rhubarb. I then bade him good- 
bye, promising to return in ten or fifteen 
days to see him, and to determine in the 
interim a further treatment for his case. 

I returned according to promise, but un- 
determined as to what course I should pursue 
in the treatment of the case. To my great 
but agreeable surprise I found him rapidly 
improving and his troubles fast subsiding— 
his constipated condition of bowels, .pait 
between the shoulders, indigestion, etc., and 
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his penis rapidly assuming the dimensions 
of that of a full-grown member of Congress. 
With directions to leave off the laxatives 
except when needéd, to properly cleanse 
and dress the penis, and to give me notice 
if all did not go well, I left him. 

The case was not seen again by me for 
about two or three months, when he com- 
plained of a morbidly sensitive condition 
of the bowels and other viscera of the ab- 
domen and chest; there being, as he de- 
scribed it, a sensation of crawling in his 
bowels that greatly annoyed him. Being 
unable to detect any thing abnormal in 
them, I advised him to take nothing for it, 
assuring him that it was peristaltic move- 
ment, and that it was necessary to good 
health, he being greatly improved in all 
particulars. 

I heard no more of the patient for three 
months, when I received a note from him 
stating that all his old troubles were about 
to return. Upon seeing him I found that 
his troubles had in a great measure returned. 
He told me the prepuce had again become 
too small for his glans penis. Upon exami- 
nation I found the incisions in the prepuce 
and glans penis closed, and as much as half 
or three fourths of an inch of the penis be- 
hind the glands tied up fast in the strictured 
prepuce. I made a long slit in both sides 
of the prepuce, dividing the stricture clear 
through on both sides, thereby freeing the 
glands. With suitable directions in regard 
to dressing and handling the wounded or- 
gan, the case was left to itself. 

Two weeks ago—this being the 15th of 
July, 1877—I met Mr. Y., who told me he 
slowly recovered his health, after the second 
operation, without the aid of medicine; and 
upon examination I found his prepuce full 
short. As the penis was allowed to become 
fully developed, the redundance of prepuce 
apparently was taken up. 

Mr. Y. tells me that he thinks himself as 
healthy as any man, eating any thing that 
he desires, and in any amount, with impu- 
nity; has nothing to complain of. He says 
he is satisfied his troubles all resulted from 


neglected phimosis; and I am fully in accord 
with his opinion, as with all his efforts he 
received no benefit until his phimosis was 
operated upon; and when it became tied 
down from its growth a second time, his 
dyspepsia returned, and was relieved by a 
second operation. 

I regard the case as anomalous and one 
of interest, and give it to your many read- 
ers, as observed and treated by me, without 
pathological or other comment, as the whys 
and wherefores are to me inexplicable. I 
believe myself to have a proper knowledge 
of the sympathy felt and maintained by the 
great sympathetic nerve between the various 
organs of the Lody—how it is that a woman, 
in place of a proper labor-pain, may have 
an epileptiform convulsion, or how it is that 
a boy may have lock-jaw from piercing his 
foot with a nail, with quite a variety of other 
troubles due to reflexed action—but how con- 
genital phimosis could paralyze this man’s 
bowels from his earliest recollection, and pro- 
duce the train of symptoms that followed 
until he reached the age of thirty-six years, 
without having produced more serious lesion 
than mere thickening of the bowels, I leave 
for the editors or readers of the News to tell. 

BuRKSVILLE, Ky. 





Gorrespondence. 


To the Editors of the Louisville Medical News : 

I have read with considerable interest 
the correspondence between Drs. Richard- 
son and Wyld published in your journal, 
July 21, 1877, and your very fair and honest 
criticism of homeopathy in editorial of the 
same date. Allow me to say that, although 
very much inclined to homeopathy myself, 
I am a constant reader of your excellent 
journal, from the pages of which I have 
culled many valuable truths in medicine. 
Like you, I believe “homeopathy has taught 
us useful lessons;” and I am not more cer- 
tain of any thing in medicine than I am 
that there is some truth in the maxim “ sim- 


’ 


tlia similibus curantur.’’ It is useless here 
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to cite instances of the practical workings 
of this law, and the advantages regular phy- 
sicians take of it. They are too well known 
to require repetition. Why Hahnemann 
or any of his intelligent followers should 
tack on to the theory of similars the absurd 
doctrine of infinitesimals is more than I can 
understand. Certain it is that the homeo- 
paths are now divided into two classes, called 
respectively “low dilutionists” and “ high di- 
lutionists.’’ The former of these belong to 
a class of which Dr. Wyld is a representa- 
tive, and the latter to a class characterized 
by extreme credulity and a tendency to take 
up with the “isms.’’ These two classes are 
as far apart as are the low dilutionists and 
the regulars. Now I think the regulars are 
a little too hard on the homeopaths in some 
things. They call them ignorant quacks and 
knaves, forgetting that there may be gentle- 
men of honesty and intelligence among us. 
I do not think it ignorant or knavish to 
assert that small doses of ipecac will cure 
sick stomach, or that belladonna is a remedy 
in scarlet fever. I know many regular phy- 
sicians in large practice who never saw the 
inside of a medical college or of the human 
body; yet these same gentlemen denounce 
homeopathy as an “impudent heresy and 
humbug.”’ If one of these regular gents 
were asked the meaning of the term similia 
similibus curantur, he could no more tell 
you than he could calculate the next transit 
of Venus or the distance from our earth to 
the dog-star. Because these men are regu- 
lars it does not follow that Watson, Da- 
Costa, Flint, and others of like attainments 
are humbugs and knaves. Homeopathy as 
a school is, I admit, far behind the regular 
school in ,the intelligence of its representa- 
tive men. It is much younger; and the fact 
that there is little danger in administering 
alternated doses has attracted to its ranks 
many ignorant quacks and charlatans, who 
no more practice the profession according 
to the law of similars than does the igno- 
rant regular. I claim that the ignorant dis- 
ciple of Hahnemann is the less dangerous 
practitioner of the two. 


I think it is time for regular practitioners 
to lay aside their proscriptive tendencies, 
and earnestly inquire if there may not be 
honest men, intelligent men, men who love 
the cause they advocate, in the other school. 
Would it not be better for us to lay aside 
our prejudices, meet upon some common 
ground, and give each other the benefit 
of the experience of both? Let us meet, 
throw out the chaff, and each contribute 
only what is pure grain to the common 


cause. M. H. YOUNG. 


WMliscellany. 


Dr. McDowE.Lt.—A correspondent of the 
Frankfort Yeoman contributes the following 
reminiscences of the great ovariotomist: 

“Since the days of those who built the 
tombs of the prophets and garnished the sep- 
ulchres of the righteous, posthumous honor 
has been the portion of many a benefactor 
of mankind. That such should have been 
the lot of Dr. McDowell is attributable to 
several concurrent causes. No one could be 
more free from an unwholesome ambition 
than he was, even as he was free from its 
concomitant and exponent pretension. With 
an air of well-expressed refinement and good 
breeding, he was none the less a plain man. 
Easy in all companies, and all at ease with 
him, chatty without garrulity and without 
gossip, he was also sine prestigit’s ; insomuch 
that his great operations aroused but little 
interest or attention at the time, even in 
Danville; and if there was remark and com- 
ment, it was to ascribe their success to the 
luck which is often found to attend rash en- 
terprises. I have never seen Dr. McDowell’s 
reports, but I imagine they must have wanted 
that tone of self-assertion which is usually 
thought requisite for the heralding effect- 
ively of one’s own achievements. 

“In Danville Dr. McDowell was believed 
to be of an apathetic nature; that he carved 
the living flesh—in the interest of humanity 
always—but that he carved the living flesh 


without relenting. An anecdote in point 
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was long reported of him: An amputation 
was to be performed; the patient had been 
prepared, and every thing was in readiness ; 
but when the dressings were removed from 
the limb the assistant surgeon exclaimed, 
‘Why, Dr. McDowell, what in the world are 
you going to cut off that leg for?’ ‘Fifty 
dollars,’ was the answer. That this anec- 
dote may not have been fictitious I can not 
assert; but I do not believe it to have been 
calumny, so much was it in character and 
in keeping. Upon the occasion of one of 
my more recent visits to Danville I had a 
conversation with my honored friend, Mrs. 
Youce, now no more, relative to Dr. Mc- 
Dowell, in which this trait was referred to. 
Mrs. Youce told me that she had assisted 
him in most of his operations upon females, 
and that once, and only once, she had known 
him to betray emotion. The circumstances 
were these: The patient had been laid upon 
the operating-table in due state of prepar- 
ation. The doctor approached, scalpel in 
hand. ‘Stop, doctor,’ said the poor soul; 
‘let me pray a little first.’ The doctor turned 
his back, and was seen to wipe his eyes; 
while his patient, with clasped hands, offered 
up her petition for succor, help, and comfort 
in that hour of danger, necessity, and tribu- 
lation. Which being ended, the operation 
proceeded as usual. 

“It was a notorious fact that Dr. Mc- 
Dowell, of choice, performed all of his prin- 
cipal operations on Sunday. For this he 
assigned as his reason that he wished his 
patients to have the benefit of the prayers 
of the Church. Now, as Dr. McDowell’s 
religiousness was not of a pronounced char- 
acter in the estimation of his neighbors, and 
as the Episcopalian prayer-book was obso- 
lete with the very few of them who had ever 
had a knowledge of it, this struck them as 
a bit of unmeaning, not to say irreverent, 
humor. But when I recall to mind that Dr. 
McDowell, though born of a Presbyterian 
stock, and living always at Danville, the 
stronghold of Presbyterianism in Kentucky, 
did toward the close of life, and all alone, 
as it were, become an avowed High-church 


Episcopalian, I find a most touching signifi- 
cancy in that reason assigned. 

“In person Dr. McDowell was of medium 
height, of large frame, well filled out, but 
not corpulent; thin, gray locks, worn in 
neglige; small, gray eyes, deeply set, that 
twinkled under heavy, shaggy brows. He 
stands before me to-day in all his person- 
ality, with all of his belongings — house, 
wife, children, and servants—as he did fifty 
years ago. In character he belonged to his 
generation, and to the country that pro- 
duced him and that nourished him; a man 
of a square mind, in whom the imaginative 
faculty was held in abeyance to the judg- 
ment. No breath of rumor ever dimmed 
his fair fame for truth, probity, and honor. 
In his economy he was frugal; his hospi- 
tality was informal, with the exception of 
an occasional children’s ball, when fiddler 
Sam, ‘i solo, gave them music. An Ofd@ 
Court man and a Whig, he meddled not 
in politics, either local or general. A lover 
of home, he was rarely seen abroad except 
when duty called, and was hardly ever be- 
yond the smoke of Danville. In fine, it 
may be said of him with truth that— 

‘Far from the madding crowd’s ignoble strife, 
His sober wishes never learned to stray; 


Along the cool sequestered vale of life 
He kept the even tenor of his way.’” 


Is INSANITY ON THE INCREASE ?—Do the 
conditions of human life, as they exist in 
modern civilized countries, tend to an in- 
crease of insanity? A glance at the statis- 
tics of the insane for any given country 
would seem to require an affirmative answer 
to this question. For instance, the ratio of 
insane persons in England in the year 1859 
was 18.67 to 100,000; in 1865 it was 21.73; 
in 1870, 24.31; in 1876, 26.78. In other 
words, there is now one insane person to 375 
of the population, while in 1859 the pro- 
portion was about one in 540. But, as is 
shown by Dr. Henry Maudsley, in the Journal 
of Mental Science, the increase is apparent 
only: more insane persons are registered 
now than formerly. Again, the establish- 
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ment of numerous asylums, and the better 
care bestowed on patients, have had the 
effect of prolonging the lives of the insane; 
this, too, will in part account for the higher 
proportion of insane shown by the statistics. 
The question is incidentally raised by Dr. 
Maudsley, whether we cure more insane per- 
sons nowadays, when we treat them well, 
than our uninstructed forefathers cured when 
they treated them ill. “There is,’’ he re- 
plies, “no evidence that we do.’’ Here the 
statistics would seem to show that, under the 
old system, there was a higher percentage of 
recoveries. ‘ Yet, it would be wrong,’’ re- 
marks the author, “to attribute the lower 
percentage of recoveries to the ill-success of 
our present mode of dealing with insanity ; 
it is, no doubt, owing in great part, if not 
entirely, to the greater proportion of chronic 
and incurable cases among those who have 
been admitted during the last twenty-five 
years. Formerly acute and violent cases 
only were sent to asylums, and they would 
yield a larger percentage of recoveries, as 
well, probably, as a larger percentage of 
deaths. Of the admissions fewer recover 
and fewer die each year now than then, 
the result being the steady accumulation of 
a residue of chronic and incurable insanity 
beyond what occurred then. It is a ques- 
tion,’’ he adds, “ deserving attention, whether 
the present practice of crowding the insane 
of all sorts into large asylums, where the in- 
terests of life are extinguished, and where 
any thing like individual treatment is well- 
nigh impracticable, is so much superior to 
the old system in effecting recoveries as 
some persons imagine.’’—/opular Science 
Monthly. 


PEMMICAN.—This food has acquired some 
little additional notoriety in connection with 
the recent Arctic expedition. Dr. Frank- 
land, who was requested to analyze some of 
that returned from the stores of Her Ma- 
jesty’s ships Alert and Discovery, gives the 
following report of the plain variety. In 
100 parts—-water 6.75 per cent., albumin- 
oids 35.09, fats 56.42, and ash or mineral 


matter 1.74 per cent. There were also of 
phosphates of lime and magnesia 0.060, alka- 
line phosphates 1.349, and common salt .107 
per cent. The sweet variety varied but lit- 
tle as compared with the plain, but con- 
tained 4.12 of sugar, and less alkaline phos- 
phates. The composition of a pound of 
plain pemmican shows, of water 1 ounce, 35 
grains, of albuminoids 5 ounces 269 grains, 
of fats g ounces 12 grains, and of mineral 
matters 122 grains. Dr. Frankland says: 
“ Both samples are free from any evidence 
of decay or putrefaction. I see no reason 
to declare that they are not of good quality, 
though I am not aware that it has been av- 
thoritatively declared what the composition 
of good pemmican should be.— Zhe Lancet. 


INFECTION BY Post.—It is little use incur- 
ring the cost and trouble of large measures 
for the isolation of contagious disease, if 
those lesser precautions which in fact make 
up the sum of safety are overlooked or dis- 
regarded. For example, what particular ad- 
vantage is likely to ensue from removing 
the unaffected members of a family in which 
small-pox or scarlet fever has obtained a 
footing, if they are daily apprised of the 
state of affairs in the sick-chamber by means 
of letters elaborated at the bedside, and, for 
the evasion of prying eyes, carefully wrapped 
in blotting-paper under thin envelopes. It is 
not necessary to make any sensational state- 
ment as to the manner in which diseases, of 
this class at least, are propagated. If the 
atmosphere surrounding the patient is laden 
with germinal particles capable of inocu- 
lating a healthy subject, it is obvious the 
malady may be transmitted in an envelope 
with the aid of thick blotting-paper, or 
without that accessory. The matter may be 
a small one, but is sufficiently important to 
make precaution expedient. It would be 
well if the domestic quarantine could be 
more rigidly carried out, and the very nat- 
ural desire of excluded friends to be kept 
informed as to the progress of a case of in- 
fectious disease gratified in a way less likely 
to defeat the purpose of separation.—/d/d. 
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AN OLD REcorD oF HypRopHoBIA.—The 
following is taken from the County Journal 
for December 9, 1732: “Died on, Monday, 
about five o’clock in the -afternoon, Mr. 
Whittaker, at his apartments in the Tower. 
About seven weeks ago he was bit in the 
hand by a Mad Dog, and being Timorous 
of the Consequences that might attend it, 
he went down twice to be Dipt in the Salt 
water, and continued very well until last 
Sunday, when he assured many of his Ac- 
quaintances that he should die next day 
Raving Mad. Accordingly there were ten 
or twelve persons attending him all day, 
who tied him down to his Bed with a Cord, 
and yet he still retained his senses so far as 
to request all the Persons about him to put 
on Two Pairs of Gloves each, for he should 
certainly bite them. A short time before he 
died, he barked ten or twelve times exactly 
like a dog.” —Brit. Med. Jour. 


HumMAN MILK on SALE.—It strikes the 
foreigner as a singular fact that human milk 
can usually be obtained without difficuly in 
China. In the native city of Shanghai it 
costs at present about twenty cents for half 
apint. Dr. Mackenzie, of Ningpo, says that 
he has frequently seen the native women 
milking their breasts into small basins in 
the streets of the native city and foreign 
settlement of Ningpo. It is esteemed by 
the Chinese as a nourishing food for old 
people and for consumptives.—Med. Press 
and Circular. 


THE number of blind persons per 100,000 
of the population of Bavaria is 52; of the 
United States, 52; Prussia, 58; Belgium, 
66 ; Switzerland,77; Sweden, 81; France, 84; 
Norway,184. The number of insane, cretins, 
and idiots, is, in Bavaria, 110 per 100,000 ; 
in the United States, 160; Scotland, 185 ; 
France, 283; Switzerland, 300; Wiirtem- 
burg, 312; Norway, 340. Of deaf-mutes 
the United States have 45 per 100,000 ; Bel- 
gium, 46; Bavaria, 58; France, 58; Saxony, 
60; Switzerland, 245.— Pop. Science Mon. 


Pror. WorMLEy’s published works have 
won for him a high degree of esteem, espe- 
cially that on Micro-Chemistry, with the 
preparation of which is connected a very 
interesting incident. It is said that when 
he had completed his beautiful drawings for 
this work he first learned that the cost of 
engraving them would deter any publisher 
from undertaking the introduction of the 
book to the public. For this reason his pro- 
longed labor seemed destined to result sim- 
ply in a loss of time and fame. The impend- 
ing disappointment was, however, averted 
by the courage and talent of the professor’s 
gifted wife, who at once began to study the 
art of steel engraving, and with such success 
that she finally engraved every one of the 
necessary plates so beautifully that they rival 
the finest bank-note plates.— Correspondence 
Boston Medical Journal. 


Dr. GRIFFITH recommends the following 
application to the ulcerations in the severe 
and very painful sore-throat of scarlatina: 
chloral, five grains; glycerine, twenty-five 
grains. After this has been applied with a 
brush the pain is much diminished, and the 
patient can swallow medicine or food with- 
out the severe pain which the action caused 
before—Mew York Med. Jour. 


FASHIONABLE ENTERTAINMENTS FOR THE 
Week.—“ Going to the Throat-and Ear 
Ball, Lady Mary?’’ “No; we are engaged 
to the Incurable Idiots.’’ “Then perhaps 
I may meet you at the Epileptic Dance on 
Saturday?’’ “Oh yes, we are sure to be 
there. The Epileptic managers are so de- 
lightful.’’—Zondon Punch. 


Do n’t Laucu.—Oscar, the King of Swe- 
den and Norway, has, through the minister 
at Washington, Mr. Lewenhaupt, conferred 
the decoration of Knight Commander of the 
Norwegian Order of Olaf upon Prof. Wm. 
Pepper, in acknowledgment for services ren- 
dered to the Norwegian Commission at the 
Centennial Exposition. 
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New REMEDY FOR BuRNS AND SCALDS.— 
There is no end to specifics for burns and 
scalds, but most of them prove to be at best 
mere palliatives. The latest one that we have 
seen, however, comes with an endorsement 
of a remarkable character. The discoverer 
gives a practical illustration of its efficacy 
by scalding himself severely before many 
witnesses, and trusting to the new remedy 
for relief. Ata recent meeting of the Mas- 
sachusetts Dental Society in Salem, Dr. S. F. 
Waters, of this city, stated that the applica- 
tion of bicarbonate of soda, which is the 
simple cooking soda to be found in all 
households, or other alkalies in a neutral 
form, would cause instantaneous cessation 
of pain from the severest burns or scalds, 
and that in all cases of mere superficial 
burning the treatment would effect a cure 
in the course of a few hours. To demon- 
strate the truth of this assertion the doc- 
tor dipped a sponge into boiling water and 
squeezed it over his right wrist, the water 
flowing almost completely around the arm, 


and nearly encircling it with a severe scald 


something like two inches in width. Not 
content with this, he dipped the sponge a 
second time, and pressed it closely on the 
under side of his wrist for thirty seconds. 
He then applied bicarbonate of soda to the 
scalded surface, and laid over it a wet cloth, 
and the intense pain was banished as if by 
magic. On the next day after this severe 
test the scald, with the exception of the part 
purposely made most severe, was practically 
healed, only a slight discoloration of the skin 
showing where the scalding water had flowed 
—this, too, without a second application of 
the soda. The flesh on the under side of the 
wrist had been cooked down to the sweat- 
glands, and the scald was one which ordi- 
narily would have caused an open and pain- 
ful wound of long duration. The only treat- 
ment of this, however, after the first appli- 
cation of the soda, was to keep the part 
moist with a wet cloth, and no pain was ex- 
perienced, and it was but a few days before 
this severe wound was. seen to be rapidly 
healing.— Boston Journal of Chemistry. 


CONSOLATION FROM STATISTICS.—“And it 
is really true that I shall recover?’’ asked 
a patient of his doctor. “ Infallibly,’’ an- 
swered the man of medicine, taking from 
his pocket a paper full of figures. “ Here, 
look at the statistics of your case; you will 
find that one per cent of those attacked 
with your malady are cured.’’ “ Well?’’ 
said the sick man, in a dissatisfied manner. 
“Well, you are the hundredth person with 
this disease that I have had under my care, 
and the first ninety-nine are all dead.” 


PRESERVATION OF A FAVORITE MINISTER. 
A minister was called in to see a man who 
was very ill. After finishing his visit, as he 
was leaving the house, he said to the man’s 
wife, ““My good woman, do you not go to 
any church at all?’’ “Oh yes, sir, we gang 
to the Barony Kirk.’’ “Then why in the 
world did you send for me? Why didn’t 
you send for Dr. Macleod?’’ “Na, na, sir, 
deed no; we wadna risk him. Do ye no 
ken it’s a dangerous case o’ typhus?”’ 


GUARANA IN MIGRAINE.—A correspond- 
ent writes to the British Medical Journal : 
Having used guarana in a great many cases, 
I have come to the following conclusions: 

1. True migraine, characterized by acute 
frontal pain, commencing on one side, occa- 
sionally both, or going from one side to the 
other, usually lasting from twenty-four to 
forty-eight hours, with or without sickness, 
and relieved or cured by sleep, whether 
caused by errors in diet or not, will almost 
invariably yield to it. 

2. In young persons, in whor the habit 
is only commencing, not only does it cure 
each individual attack, but, by persevering, 
the habit itself is broken. 

3. One cause of failure is the smallness of 
dose, so that, in many cases in which it has 
been tried before and failed, an increase of 
the dose has been followed by cure. Twenty- 
five grains of the powder is my usual dose 
for an adult female, half a drachm for a man; 
less, of course, for younger cases, repeating 
in one or two hours, if necessary. 
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Selections. 


Iodide of Potassium in Irreducible Hernia. 
Dr. R. O. Cowling, of Louisville, writes to Archives 
of Clinical Surgery : 

“In June, 1876, I went into an interior county 
of Kentucky to operate for strangulated hernia. It 
turned out when I got to my destination that no 
operation was called for, the trouble in the hernia 
having passed away; but the case proved a curious 
one. Its history was this: The patient, Mrs. M——, 
thirty-seven years old, of robust build, the wife of a 
farmer, married fifteen years, with one child aged 
twelve, had a femoral hernia, on the right side, of 
five years’ standing. It commenced in the usual way, 
remaining a tumor of insignificant size for a couple of 
years, when it escaped above Poupart’s ligament, and 
continually enlarged, until when I saw it it occupied 
an area of about three by four inches. Such were 
the measurements I took for a truss to encompass it. 
The impression I gathered from feeling the tumor 
was that it contained both omentum and intestine. 
Mrs. M@— had passed through the troubles incident 
to an incarcerated hernia, and they had been more 
than usually severe. She had been making salad 
for a party, tasting it continually, and was attacked 
with colicky pains in the region of the tumor, which 
increased in severity and lasted five days. There 
was constipation and vomiting, but no fever and little 
tenderness in the tumor. Her physicians, Drs. Wells 
and McClusky, had given her purgative doses of cal- 
omel and enemata without effect. Afterward mor- 
phine was given, and secured ease and sleep for 
awhile. On the-fifth day they made taxis under 
chloroform, failing to reduce the tumor; but a full 
dose of castor-oil, which was given after the taxis, 
produced copious evacuations. When I saw the pa- 
tient she was suffering chiefly from hypercatharsis. 
This soon yielded, however, to the paregoric which 
had been given, and all went well. But here was 
the trouble; the patient was continually subject to 
these attacks of colic, and they were increasing al- 
ways in severity For a long time they were con- 
sidered the ordinary results of indigestion, which had 
been speedily relieved, and not until her last attack 
had she called the attention of her family physician 
to the presence of the tumor in her groin. It was 
plain that incarceration was some time or other going 
to end in strangulation, and with it the danger of her- 
niotomy. I was therefore exercised to relieve her, if 
possible, of future trouble, and the hint of Erichsen 
in regard to iodide of potassium in irreducible hernia 
occurred tome. I recommended that she should have 
a faithful trial of the remedy, and that in the mean- 
time the tumor should receive proper support. An 


attempt by an instrument-maker to fit a truss having 


failed, I ordered in its stead an abdominal supporter 
with a concave pad to go over the tumor. It gave 
admirable support, far beyond that of any truss I ever 
saw fitted. The patient was ordered ten grains of the 
iodide of potassium three times a day, with directions 
to keep it up as long as it seemed to agree with her. 
The benefit of the treatment was early and marked. 

“A year has gone by, and the patient has suffered 
no more with pains, and the tumor has steadily di- 
minished. I wrote to Dr. Wells, a few weeks since, 
begging him to send me a history of the case after I 
had left it, and especially to note the present condi- 
tion of the hernia. I make the following extracts 
from his letter in reply: 

“She took the iodide about five months, in ten- 
grain doses, three times a day, which agreed well 
with her. The tumor seemed to diminish slowly from 
the time of the last attack for four or five months, 
since which time it remains about the same. It is 
now quite hard, about an inch and a half in its long 
diameter and one inch in its short diameter, pointing 
superiorly. She has had no return of the attacks 
since you saw her. . . . In regard to the iodide 
treatment in this case, I am unable to say whether it 
has had much to do with the reduction of the tumor 
or not. One thing we do know: either that or the 
compress and supporter has made great improvement 
in the case.’” 


Cause of Summer Complaint.—In studying 
the cause of the summer complaints of children we 
find four principal factors; follicular change in the 
gastro-intestinal canal, dentition, high temperature, 
and improper food. 

Strictly in the first we can not recognize a cause, 
only a condition, highly susceptible and easily per- 
verted from its natural course, owing to the active 
structural changes necessitating an increased supply 
of blood to the part, together with the excitability 
of the nervous system. 

Secondly, dentition. The older writers lost sight 
of the first “follicular change” in the gastro-intesti- 
nal canal, and ascribed to dentition the great source 
of causes of the diseases of children. Recent au- 
thors have gone as far astray in the opposite direc- 
tion, ignoring the influence of dentition to a great 
extent as a cause of the disease. In this, in my 
We will see what the facts 
furnish in evidence of my views on this point. If 


opinion, they are wrong. 


we remember the rapid structural change which is 
going on in the gastro-intestinal canal at this period 
of life, and the necessary increased vascular circula- 
tion, we can understand how easy it may be changed 
by any influence which would effect the circulation 
of the blood in the part, and thereby effect secretion 
and nutrition, Brown-Sequard, in the tenth lecture 
of his work on Physiology and Pathology of the 
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Nervous Centers, states that the supply of blood to a 
part may be, and often is, effected by a reflex irrita- 
tion, and further, that nutrition and secretion may be 
hindred and indeed wholly suspended from the same 
cause. He still further insists that this alone is suffi- 
cient to explain the cause of many inflammations, in 
support of which he gives many cases both under his 
own and the observation of others of equal standing. 
If reflex irritation is sufficient to induce the above 
change, we may reasonably conclude that digestion 
would be affected, and from this point we recognize an 
important factor in the production of this disease, to 
say nothing of the strong probability of its producing 
entero-colitis, which pathologists insist is found in a 
large majority of cases dying of this disease. Be- 
sides, it is within the observation of all how rapidly 
most of the cases improve after the tooth or teeth 
have made their appearance through the gums. The 
patient soon regains usual strength and health, and 
remains so until the approach of another tooth. 

Coupled with the two preceding causes we have 
improper food, alone not sufficient to produce the 
disease. Inthe majority of cases mothers have suffi- 
cient intelligence to understand how to feed children, 
and in the country they can always procure food of 
good quality. 

Lastly, we recognize high temperature, with its 
results, as the great sine gua non of external influ- 
ences, and without this factor the disease rarely exists. 
As evidence, we have as many children undergoing 
the changes connected with dentition in the winter 
months as in the summer, yet we rarely see more 
than the effect of reflex irritation with but little func- 
tional derangement, and very rarely structural change 
of the alimentary canal, though we find increased 
bronchial inflammation if the child has a tendency 
in that direction from colds or otherwise. 

While we place heat as the most prominent factor, 
and as has been shown the disease rarely exists with- 


out it, we do not wish to be understood as consider- 


ing it per se the cause, but, that it favors vegetable 
and animal decomposition, and the rapid develop- 
ment of certain forms of organism, which float through 
the atmosphere either as carriers or producers of dis- 
ease, just which science has not yet determined.— 
Transactions Missouri Medical Society. 


Evidence of the Ovum or Fetus in Criminal 
Abortion.—Is it possible from the examination of 
the aborted ovum embryo, or fetus, to give an opinion 


whether the abortion has resulted from accidental or, 


criminal causes? This question has been lately con- 
sidered by the Société de Médicine Légale, in refer- 
ence to a case which occurred to M. Gullard. On 
this occasion M. Gullard gave a strong opinion that 
the abortion was the result of a criminal act. The 


reasons he assigned were based partly on an anatom- 


ical examination of the aborted ovum, and partly on 
moral circumstances. It is with the former only that 
an English medical jurist is concerned, the moral 
circumstances in this country being left to the con- 
sideration of the jury. 

The anatomical reasons assigned by M. Gullard 
for his opinion that the abortion was criminal ap- 
peared to the society so unsatisfactory that they were 
referred to a committee for a report. The conclusions 
at which the committee arrived were these: 

1. Abortion in the first month of pregnancy is 
always attended with the expulsion of the complete 
ovum (en doc), and it passes from the woman un- 
perceived. 

2. The aborted ovum may, however, in some 
cases undergo spontaneous rupture during its pas- 
sages through the neck of the uterus. 

3. From the second to the third month the ovum 
may be also expelled in a complete state; but this is 
not usual, except when the fetus is dead. When it 
is living it is more common to find that it has under- 
gone rupture. This depends on various conditions, 
the degree of resistance offered by the ovum, the force 
of the uterine contractions, and upon the state of the 
neck of the uterus, etc. 

4. The absence of the fetus does not prove, as 
M. Gullard inferred, that there has been criminal 
interference; for if the dead ovum have remained 
long in the uterus, the fetus or embryo may disappear 
by solution. 

5. Dating from the third month, it is usual to find 
the ovum broken up, abortion taking place at two 
periods, with the discharge of the fetus followed by 
that of the placenta. 

6. At the fourth month and subsequently the abor- 
tion may be regarded as a delivery on a small scale. 
At this period it is an exceptional occurrence to find 
the ovum expelled entire (en d/oc). 

7. Up to the third month the cord is too weak to 
resist the force required for the extraction of the pla- 
centa, and 4 fortiori it would not be strong enough 
to allow an inversion of the parts by traction, as 
assumed by M. Gullard. 

8. Rupture of the membranes, therefore, taken 
alone, can not be regarded as a sign of intentional 
abortion; and even if accompanied with an inver- 
sion of the membranes, it can not be admitted as 
sufficient evidence of a criminal act, even in the 
early stage of pregnancy. 

It seems that M. Gullard had somewhat hastily 
assumed that the act of abortion in his case was 
criminal, because—1. The ovum at two months had 
not been discharged entire; 2. Because it presented 
an aperture through which the placenta, with the 
cord attached, was inverted—the inversion having 
been produced, as he supposed, by traction of the 
cord; 3. The cord was ruptured at the umbilicus of 
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the fetus; 4. The fetus had been expelled living; 
and 5. It could not be found. 

The reasons here assigned appear very weak, and 
wholly insufficient to allow a charge of criminality 
to be based upon them. The report of the commis- 
sioner shows, too, that they have no foundation in 
fact—London Medical Record. 


Absorption by the Vaginal Mucous Mem- 
brane.—Dr. E. T. Easley, in Philadelphia Medical 
and Surgical Reporter, says: 

“T have frequently remarked the extensive shed- 
ding of epithelium in protracted leucorrhea, and it 
is not likely that there is ever such a discharge, 
however limited, in which there is not more or less 
desquamation of the epithelial lining of the vaginal 
surface. 

« The transudation of retained materials under such 
conditions is not only rational but demonstrable from 
the readiness with which soluble chemical agents are 
taken up. The singular uncleanliness of many women 
among the lower orders, under such circumstances, is 
well known, as are also their vicious habits of life 
and constitution. These discharges, notwithstanding 
their offensiveness, come to be thought a necessary 
evil; they continue for months, even for years, so ex- 
cessive in quantity as to exhaust the patient, and so 
acrid as to excoriate the external genitalia. I have 
seen that a number of substances readily enter the 
circulation even in a normal condition of the vaginal 
mucous membrane, and certainly that they are much 
more prone to do so when that structure is diseased. 

“ My experiments in this direction, though definite 
and conclusive as far as they go, were not so numerous 
as to render them worthy of detail. By far the most 
methodical and conclusive tests of the fact were those 
of Hamburger, of Prague, made (Prager Vierteljahr- 
schrift, B. C. xxx, p. 245) September, 1876. It is fair 
to say that they were sufficiently exhaustive to deter- 
mine any doubt which may have existed in the pro- 
fessional mind upon the subject. Attention is now 
invited to them because they are more convincing 
than any @ priori argument could be. Plugs of cot- 
ton impregnated with various solutions were intro- 
duced into the vagina, and allowed to remain for 
twenty-four hours, the urine in the meantime being 
drawn off and tested. The solutions introduced were 
tannin, salicylic acid, and various salts of iron, pot- 
ash, and lithium, All of these substances could be 
detected in the urine in the course of two or three 
hours, and were still perceptible after the lapse of 
twenty-four hours, The procedures were repeated 
again and again, the results being invariably the 
same. 

“Every one admits the frequency of septicemia 
from disorganized products, the results of disinte- 
grating processes in the rectum, bladder, and ischio- 


rectal fossa, All that is now claimed is that similar 
consequences are to be expected from like causes in 
the vagina, It is almost certainly true that various 
degrees of blood-vitiation may be so caused. I be- 
lieve that the malaise, sickness, and death itself in 
these cases is frequently produced not so much by 
exhaustion from the amount of the discharge algne 
considered as by the blood-poisoning. 

“Tt is not the purpose of this paper to discuss the 
treatment of leucorrhea; that is so well understood 
as to be familiar to all. If our conclusions are cor- 
rect, there can be no question as to the leading indi- 
cations, Tonic and supporting measures and absolute 
cleanliness are to be enjoined, and all vaginal washes 
should be antiseptic.” 


Treatment of Placenta Previa.—Dr. R. Davis, 
of Wilkesbarre, in his address upon Obstetrics before 
the Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania, in 
May last, advocates the following plan of treatment 
of placenta previa, which is a material modification 
of Barnes’s operation. As soon as the os uteri will 
admit two or three fingers, pass the hand into the 
vagina, Ascertain by sweeping the finger around 
between the placenta and uterus (without disturbing 
their connections) on what side the separation of the 
placenta is most extensive. That will always be the 
side of the least extensive attachments. Introduce 
two or three fingers, upon that side, up between the 
placenta and the uterus until the border of the pla- 
centa, where the membranes begin, is reached, sever- 
ing the attachments as you go, if any remain; then 
hook the fingers over the border and draw the pla- 
centa forcibly down and pack it closely to the other 
side. The membranes will, of course, come down 
with it, and will protrude through the open mouth 
of the womb. Rupture the membranes at once, and 
empty the womb of its waters as thoroughly as pos- 
sible. The head, if it presents, and if pains are 
active, will now engage in the os, and will crowd 
the placenta to the side of the cervix, on one side, 
and will block up the open mouths of the vessels 
upon the recent seat of the placenta on the other, 
and the hemorrhage will cease. In every case in 
which I have resorted to this procedure such has 
been the happy result, and I have been left free either 
to allow the labor to end naturally or to end it myself 
by the forceps.—Amer. Four. of the Med. Sciences. 


The Effects of Bromide of Potassium in Epi- 
lepsy.—lIn the Zeitschrift fiir Psychiatrie, Band 33, 
Heft 3, Dr. Wendt, of Sachsenberg, gives full details 
of six cases of long-standing epilepsy with insanity, 
carefully observed for the purpose, for periods vary- 
ing from nine to twenty-one months, during most of 
which time they were taking the bromide of potas- 
sium. Flis results are not all of them new, but may 
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be noticed shortly. In all the cases the number of 
the fits was diminished. Doses of seventy or eighty 
grains in the twenty-four hours had only a slight 
effect ; two drachms in the same time were generally 
found sufficient, but sometimes double that amount 
was given with advantage in cases where the fits 
were very frequent. In two cases the patients, after 
taking the drug for many months, seemed to be no 
longer affected by it, and yet these were the ones who 
had been most markedly benefited by it in the first 
instance. In five cases the mental condition was im- 
proved by the treatment, excitability and discontent 
being lessened; indeed two demented patients were 
considerably benefited, employing themselves as they 
had not previously done. The toxic action of the 
drug was repeatedly observed; it consisted in dis- 
turbances of digestion and paralytic symptoms, ¢. g. 
unsteady gait, hesitating speech, giddiness, suscepti- 
bility to fatigue. These nervous troubles were most 
marked toward evening. The men were far more 
tolerant of the drug than the women, but were fre- 
quently subject to acne; both the women suffered 
from inflammatory cedema of the legs. In all cases 
the soft palate showed very slight sensibility to touch. 
All the patients observed lost weight after prolonged 
treatment by bromide of potassium, and this was 
especially marked in those cases in whom intoxi- 
cation by the drug was caused. The good effect 
of the drug upon the mental condition appears to 
last much longer, after its use has been discontinued 
or the dose diminished, than its action in reducing 
the number of fits; indeed, the improved mental 
state often persisted even though the epileptic attacks 
became very frequent during a suspension of the 
treatment.— London Medical Record. 


M. Verneuil on Spermatorrhea.—At a meeting 
of the Société de Chirurgie of Paris, in April last, 
M. Verneuil mentioned that M. Moniére, a hospital 
student, had a brother who for the last fourteen years, 
ever since the age of nineteen, had suffered from sper- 
matorrhea, with erections. The patient was almost 
rendered sleepless, for as soon as sleep commenced 
the young man had erections and seminal emissions. 
Several persons passed the night at his bedside, with 
the injunction to awaken him so soon as erection 
ensued; and his brother invented a very ingenious 
apparatus to which he had given the name of electro- 
medical alarm. A small, very light ring was attached 
in front of the pubis by cords; two cords make this 
ring communicate with the poles of a pile; the penis 
is introduced into the ring so that contact takes place, 
but no kind of pressure; on the contrary, as soon as 
the penis becomes erect the smallest pressure makes 
the battery to work. In order not to disturb neigh- 
bors, the bell is made very feeble; but then it is 
necessary that an India-rubber tube should make the 


bell communicate with the ear. Since the patient had 
used this instrument the spermatorrhea had almost 
altogether disappeared, gradually, and his general 
condition had greatly improved. M. Panas said that 
cases of cure of this kind were not absolutely new, 
M. Ricord had told him several times of examples 
of cure obtained in this way. 


M. Després observed 
that Lallemand and Tissot had shown that dorsal 
decubitus caused nocturnal erections and emissions; 
and mentioned that in certain schools where the boys 


had nocturnal emissions the night nurses prevented 
them lying on their back, and turned them on their 
side.— The Doctor. 


Forcible Dilatation of the Sphincter Mus- 
cles.—Although forcible dilatation of the lower end 
of the rectum and of the anus has been practiced for 
a long time as a curative procedure in fissure ani, 
and although vesical calculi of considerable size have 
been removed, uncrushed, through the female urethra, 
yet forcible dilatation of these parts has not so gener- 
ally been appreciated and practiced simply as an ex- 
plorative measure where obscure disease is suspected 
beyond, and the diagnosis is doubtful. There is no 
comparison between the knowledge gained in this 
way, through the eye and touch, and that gained by 
the speculum as ordinarly used, or by the endoscope. 
It is astonishing how readily the sphincters ani will 
return to their normal condition after a stretching 
from one tuber ischii to the other, only a slight atony 
remaining for a few days, rarely a loss of retentive 
power. In many cases of internal hemorrhoids the 
operation is greatly facilitated by this maneuver. It 
allows of a sure and speedy cure for fissure ani. It 
enables us to treat successfully many an intractable 
case of chronic dysentery, by topical applications to 
the diseased surface, the cure resulting, I believe, as 
much from the simple dilatation as from the applica- 
tions.— ¥. M. Richmond in Missouri State Medical 
Society Transactions. 


Extirpation of the Kidney.—Mr. Jessop, of the 
Leeds Infirmary, lately extirpated the left kidney of 
a child aged two years and three months, for malig- 
nant disease of that organ. The incision was similar 
to that recommended for colotomy, but longer. When 
the diseased mass was reached the kidney was peeled 
by means of the fingers, and a whipcord was passed 
around the vessels and ureter and firmly tied. The 
remainder of the growth was afterwards stripped away 
and the whipcord left to drain the wound. The ope- 
ration was a formidable one, owing to the large size 
of the diseased organ, and the free venus hemorrhage 
which followed the separation of the growth from the 
surrounding structures. When removed the kidney 
weighed sixteen ounces, and resembled encephaloid 


in appearance. In five days patient was doing well. 





